©
2011 2013

Role of cystatin in stimulation of saliva flow and protection of oral mucosa
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The cystatins are a family of cysteine protease inhibitors. Cysteine protease inhi

bitors are assumed to have important roles in apoptosis. Salivary cystatin decreased in Sjogren®s syndrome
patients, ﬁarticularly cystatin S. In the labial salivary glands, intense staining of the cystatin was ob
served in the normal control group, but there were few positive examples in Sjogren®s syndrome patients, a

nd the staining was extremely low. These results suggest that the cystatin participates in the regulation
of onset of Sjogren®s syndrome.
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